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--Introduce 
Thomas Nuttall  
and  
the upcoming  
bicentennial of 
his trip to Oklahoma 
 
--A taste of aquatic 
eastern Oklahoma 
in 1819, including 

• Cane 
• Oxbows 
• Salt springs 

 
Thomas Nuttall 

1786 – 1859 



Who was Nuttall? 
 

• The first botanist (in the 
European scientific tradition) 
to visit & record Oklahoma 
flora 
 

• An explorer of North 
American frontiers whose  
“botanical perception and 
expertise were unmatched 
by any other American 
taxonomist of the nineteenth 
century…”  

•                  (Robert Dorn 1977) 

J.J. Audubon print:  
band-tailed pigeon on  

Cornus nuttalli 





1803 Louisiana Purchase 
 
1804 - 1806 Lewis & Clark 
 

*** 
 
1817 Battle of Claremore 
Mound 
 
Dec. 25, 1817 Fort Smith 
established 
 

*** 
 
1807 Von Humboldt – 
“Essay on the Geography 
of Plants” 
 
No evolution yet - 1859 



“Prairies and mountains of the Pottoe…” 









Cane 







Oxbows 









Source: Wikipedia 



Salt 







Bacone College 





 
Questions? 
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